[Activity of the enzymes of DNA metabolism in the blood of patients with breast cancer].
Age-related changes in the activity of thymidine- and adenosine-metabolizing enzymes were studied in healthy females and those with breast cancer aged 46-70 years. A significant increase in activity of thymidine kinase, adenosine deaminase and 5'-nucleotidase and a decrease in that of thymidine phosphorylase were registered in blood serum of breast cancer patients of all age brackets. Adenosine deaminase activity in blood serum and lymphocytes of breast cancer patients was found to significantly change after surgery. A direct correlation was established between pretreatment thymidine phosphorylase activity and histological type of tumor, on the one hand and results of chemotherapy, on the other. The applicability of enzyme level assay for evaluating response to pre- and postoperative medication was studied.